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“And! hope you like elvabird breast...” 

Rokk’s mind raced. “Dinner. My God, hes feeding me 
dinner!” Slowly, anxiously, Rokk raised his eyes to gaze 
into Mordru’s. “God, I’m having dinner with Mordru!” 

“.. Uh, ves, elvabird breast . . . just fine.” Rokk per- 
spired inside the ornate outfit hed been dressed in. “ 
should be dead. Instead he cleans me, shaves me, perfumes 
me. What the hell is his game?” 

“I must confess, my friend, that I’ve held a grudging 
admiration for your little group . . .” The last black wine 
sparkled as Mordru poured a glass for Rokk. “. . But | 
seldom understand you.’ 

His hand trembling slightly, Rokk picked up the wine 
glass. “Good God, hie could kill me with a flick of his finger 
Why the hell hasn't he? There must be something he wants 
from us.” “I'm sorry, sir. | don’t know what you mean. . ” 

Mordru sampled the meal, chewing delicately, pre- 
cisely. “I mean, dear boy, why this compulsive need to 
attack a humble old man?” 

“Hes just toying with us before the end, isn’t he? Like a 
child plucking the legs off a dying insect... Come on, 
Rokk—play out the hand. Carefully. Diplomatically.” “Its not 
our intention to threaten you, sir” “Play the game. He can't 
know I'm thrashing about in the dark. If he does, its over—its 
all over” 

Mordru sipped his wine and shrugged. “Iam, after all, 
the duly appointed sovereign of this people. | threaten no 
one: 

“Don't flinch. Keep fishing—fishing among the piranha,” 
“We have no desire to attack you, sir. All we seek is the 
release of your captive.” “I’ve got something on my side— 
got to figure out what it is, play it at exactly the right time.” 

‘Ah, yes, the so-called ‘captives’. . ” 

“Captives! Then theres more than one! Okay, Mordru, 
keep talking 2!" 

“My beloved Mysa—she stays of her own free will. 
And the Green Lantern. . 

Rokk’s eyebrow raised involuntarily. 
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Rokk eyebrow raised involuntarily. 

“What?! The child didn't know about the Lantern!” “He, 
uh, the Green Lantern attacked the palace ..” “You 
stupid old fool! You've given him a second bargaining chip!" 
“.. He is being justly punished!” 

Rokk took a long sip of the wine. 

“The boy is stalling, evaluating the little gift I’ve so stu- 
pidly presented him with. Curse it!” 

“Well, sir, it would never be our intention to keep Mysa 
away from you against her will. And as for the Green 
Lantern. . ” 

“Bah! What does it matter? They'd have found out sooner 
or later and come back.” 

“.. . While its true he attacked you, perhaps his actions 
should be judged in an impartial court.” 

“Perhaps—?! You presumptuous little... No, no, easy, 
old man. He will use your righteous fury against you.” “My 
subjects have never suggested I rule with anything but 
fairness.” 

Rokk swallowed self-consciously. 

“The boy knows he hasn't won anything yet. 

“Well, sir, for a great leader, itS not enough to simply _ of 
abuse your power. You must avoid the appearance of such 
an abuse.” 

“Meaning what?” 
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Rokk swirled the wine around in his glass and stared to 
the side. “Meaning . . . if the rest of the free worlds saw 
you serving as judge, jury, and executioner of your ac- 
knowledged enemies, you could find yourself facing . . . 
well. . ” 

“Danin it—he has figured it out!” 

“. . Inother words, you have to watch your actions, sir, 
or you will provide every ex-Legionnaire and every free 
world with reason to rise up against you.” * 

“Damnation! I’ve underestimated him again!” “I cannot 
control the actions of others, my friend. But I am prepared 
to defend myself.” 

Rokk carefully chewed the last of his meat. “Can you 
afford to provoke an all-out attack mow, sir? Are you ready 
for that?” 

Mordru pushed himself away from the table. “Let's 
retire to the garden, shall we?” 
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Mordru took a tiny sip of brandy. “I aim prepared to 
fight for what is mine. I will defend my people.” 

Setting down his brandy untasted, Rokk looked into 
Mordrus eyes earnestly. “And you know that we can’t back 
down. We have to have what we came for” 

Mordru gave him a look of irritation. “There has been 
so much needless bloodshed, so much suffering,” 

“We've always been prepared, sir, to settle our differ- 
ences peacefully” 

Mordru sighed. “You ask for so much. You ask me to 
abide the illusion of weakness, the suggestion that I might 
have acted unjustly.” 

Rokk concentrated to maintain his stare into Mordru’s 
eyes. The trademark sparkle was flickering out. The dull 
look of resignation, of compromise, was taking its place. 
Rokk knew the feeling well. 

“Yes, this is difficult for you, sir, but you can’t afford to 
give the Legionnaires, or the universe, a collection of 
martyrs right now. An understanding between us is pos- 
sible, sir. We can avoid that final battle, a fight neither of us 
is ready for. . . a fight neither of us can win.’ 

Mordru smiled playfully. “That remains to be seen.” 

“No, sir, you're nowhere near full power. You've got the 
Khunds to deal with, a planet to control. And theres 
always Glorith . . . You can't afford to go to war now” 

Mordru stared into the evening skv for a few seconds 
and drew a deep breath. “If ] release my beloved Mysa to 
you, if I free the Green Lantern, will you leave 
peacefully?” 

“You have my word.” 

Mordru turned to Rokk and studied him. “An enigma. 
A worthy opponent—one who's remained true to everything | 
compromised to achieve my power. A combination that can't 
exist. And yet, there he is.” 

“So be it.” 
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“The Best Friend 
An Executive 
Ever Had.” 


I’m former Earthgov President Mojil Desai, and I know how important a state-of- 
the-art Probecg can be to a busy executive on the go. 


Know what? The state of the art just got better. 


ProbeTek has introduced the sxf350 and sxm350 models. More m-mory, faster 
processing, and the iron-clad security against interception and misidentification you 
asked for. 


I can still remember when people balked at Probecx technology, but in today’s 
challenging business climate, they've truly become a way of life. 


Anda busy executive never had it so good. Now ProbeTek is programming the latest 
generation of ProbescB with a full knowledge and appreciation of the arts and 
humanities! My best worker has now become my most stimulating discussion partner! 


What Is A Probecp? 


What? You still haven’t added a Probecp to your corporate team? 

Well, let me introduce you to what you're missing. 

A Probecg is a biologically grown humanoid, genetically designed to exchange messages and data with any 
Probecp you choose to network with. 

Our Lab on Titan has produced the most powerful telepaths in the free worlds. But theyre now absolutely secure— 
biologically incapable of invading human thoughts. They're completely safeguarded, so only the information you 
choose to send gets sent, and only to those who are supposed to get it. 

But the Probescp are also genetically structured to be completely loyal and 100% dedicated to the job. At last! A . 
hard-working, intelligent Friday who isn’t after your job or ready to jump to the competition. 

And this assistant will never complain about making that pot of hot Kono! 


Memory up to 3 million megabytes. 
Hear your associates’ messages in their own voices. 
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Intergalactic range to telepathic ProbeLinks 


Why Is The Probecg sxf350 
and sxm350 
Your Best Probecg Value? 


* More memory. Up to 3 million megabytes. 

* Absolutely secure. No corporate intrigue, no data spillage! 

* No R&R required. When the office closes down, your ProbeCp sxf350 or sxm350 retires to the dorma ney chamber 
until the start of the next business day. Nutrition and waste requirements reduced by up to 67% ! 

* New Hierarchal Data Retrieval Systems eliminate the need for codes and passwords! 

* Complete knowledge of the arts and humanities now programmed in. When you need a break, your ProbecR 
sxf350 or Probecp sxm350 will provide the stimulating conversation you're looking, for. 


See for yourself why today’s Probecg 
is your new best friend. 


